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The Importance of Hope! 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction: 
 
I. Text:  Hebrews 6:17-19 
 

“Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutability of 
His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, 
that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong 
consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us. 
This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the 
Presence behind the veil,” 
 

II. It is interesting to notice our text this morning. 
 

A. The book of Hebrews was written to encourage Christians to remain faithful to Christ. 
 

1. Many of the Hebrew Christians, where being pushed to turn away from Christ 
and to come back to their Jewish heritage. 

 
2. The fact that this letter was written indicates that there were several that had 

already abandoned Christ. 
 
3. So, the writer of Hebrews (and many believe it to be the Apostle Paul), was 

encouraging those that had fallen away and those that were struggling that 
there were better things coming for those that stayed in Christ. 

 
 Hebrews 6:9 
 “But, beloved, we are confident of better things concerning you, yes, things that 

accompany salvation, though we speak in this manner. 
 
4. There is something awesome to “hope” for in Jesus Christ!  
 

Hebrew 6:11 
 “And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full 

assurance of hope until the end,” 
 
5. Paul is helping us to understand that our “hope” as Christians is anchored in 

Heaven and nothing can take that hope and promise from us. 
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6. To the Roman Christians Paul relates that nothing can separate us from His love. 
 
 Romans 8:37-39 
 “Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 
 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor 

powers, nor things present nor things to come, 
 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us 

from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 

B. Friends!  Having “hope” is some very important!  We need to have a real hope that is 
anchored in our Lord and our Savior. 

 
III. In our lesson this morning we are going to talk about our hope noting that we need hope 

because: 
 

A. We have something to Say!  We have something special to talk to others about. 
 
B. We Have Work to Accomplish!  We have something to work for! 
 
C. We Have Confidence!  We have something to hang on to! 
 

Discussion: 
 
I. God’s hope gives us something to Say! 
 

A. People love to talk about their plans and what is important to them! 
 

1. We have some awesome young people that desire to honor their Lord and be 
servants of God.  And is it not awesome to hear them talk about their plans 
whether it is talking about what is happening at home and school, possibly their 
plans for the future, ether going to college or getting a job. 

 
2. What about vacation plans!  Everyone enjoys going on a vacation and they talk 

about their plans before leaving and then have all the pictures to show off once 
they get home. 

 
3. Parents enjoy talking about their kids and when they are off and on their own 

we look forward to being with them and telling others what they are doing.  I 
could go on and on about William and Anna, Kalyn and Aaron, and Michael.  But 
I will not right now! 

 
4. When we have something to look forward too, when we have people that mean 

so much to us that we are going to see; then it is just natural to talk about them. 
 

B. And it ought to be natural for Christians to talk about their plans and being in Heaven! 
 

1. Folks we ought to be excited about going to Heaven!   
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a. We ought to be looking forward to the wonderful existence that God is 
planning for us and is described in His Holy Word. 

 
b. We ought to be looking forward to being with family and friends that 

have already passed from this life and are waiting in Paradise for us! 
 
2. In the time that my dad has been in Evansville, we talk often about the hope of 

being with my mom again, in being with his brothers and sister, being with his 
mom and dad! 

 
C. There are examples of individuals in the Bible that looked forward to what is waiting for 

us as followers of God! 
 

1. The Apostle Paul talked about how he was struggling because he want to stay 
on the earth assist others, but he also was looking forward to leaving this life 
and being with Christ. 

 
Philippians 1:23-24 
“For I am hard-pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with 
Christ, which is far better. 
Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you.” 
 

2. Towards the end of his life, Paul told Timothy how he had fought a good fight on 
this earth and he was ready for his reward. 

 
 II Timothy 4:7-8 
 “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 

righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all 
who have loved His appearing.” 

 
3. Paul relates to the Christians in Thessalonica how they need not to worry about 

their loved ones that had passed away, relating that one day we will all be 
together again. 

 
 I Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 “But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have 

fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 
 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him 

those who sleep in Jesus. 
 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and 

remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are 
asleep. 
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 

 Therefore comfort one another with these words.” 
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4. Peter spoke of his hope for the resurrection. 
 
 I Peter 1:3, 21 
 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 

abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead,” 

 
 “who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him 

glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.” 
  

D. We have been encouraging one another to simply invite others to various activities, 
Bible studies, and worship services. 

 
1. We ought to be telling others of our hope! 
 
2. We ought to be so excited about our salvation that it not possibly not to tell 

others. 
 

E. Hope gives us something to talk about, to sing about, to prayer about, and to rejoice 
over! 
 

II. God’s hope gives us something to work for! 
 

A. When there is a purpose for the Work, then the Work is Accomplished! 
 

1. Consider the expectant father that knows a baby is on the way!  He has an 
expectation that causes him to work harder and get the baby’s room finished 
before that precious little comes home. 

 
2. What about the young adult that just graduated and got a job.  They are going 

to be working hard with the hope of getting there apartment rent paid, possibly 
a new car, and especially to get the student loans paid off. 

 
3. Hope motivates us to work! 
 

B. And as Christians our eternal hope ought to motivate us to want to work for the Lord. 
 

1. I have been blessed to see our young people for many years catch the 
excitement and the encouragement that comes from working so hard on their 
summer campaigns.  When they see the positive results of their work and their 
efforts more hope grows in them and it makes them want to do more. 
 

2. When you conduct a Bible study and that individual becomes a Christian, it 
makes you want to go and find the next person. 

 
3. When we work for the Lord and results are made our hope shines and it grows! 

 
C. Men of the Bible related their hopes of working and serving with others. 
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1. In writing to the Christians in Rome, Paul related that he was headed to 

Jerusalem and when he finished his work there, he then hoped to come to 
Rome and assist them. 

 
 Romans 15:28-29 
 “Therefore, when I have performed this and have sealed to them this fruit, I 

shall go by way of you to Spain. 
 But I know that when I come to you, I shall come in the fullness of the blessing 

of the gospel of Christ.” 
 
2. In writing to Timothy, Paul again related his hope to come to him and be with 

him. 
 
 I Timothy 3:14 
 “But I know that when I come to you, I shall come in the fullness of the blessing 

of the gospel of Christ.” 
 
3. The Apostle John in writing to Gaius related to him that he hoped to see him 

soon. 
 
 III John 1:14 
 “but I hope to see you shortly, and we shall speak face to face. Peace to you. 

Our friends greet you. Greet the friends by name.” 
 

D. Yet, hope for eternal life should is our strongest motivate in our work for the Lord! 
 

1. Our hope of salvation should and does motivate us to serve the Lord with all our 
heart, mind, and strength! 

 
a. Paul relates that he was a servant, a worker, of God because of his 

confidence in God’s promise. 
 
 Titus 1:1-2 
 “Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to 

the faith of God’s elect and the acknowledgment of the truth which 
accords with godliness, 

 in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time 
began,” 

 
b. Our hope should motivate us to be sober minded, to think clearly and 

keep our thoughts on wholesome and godly things. 
 
 I Peter 1:13-15 
 “Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope 

fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ; 
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 as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as 
in your ignorance; 

 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,” 
  
c. If our hope motivates us to think properly then that same hope will help 

us to live pure and obedient lives. 
 
 I John 3:2-3 
 “Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed 

what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be 
like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is 
pure.” 

 
E. It is always important to have something to work for!  Our hope of eternality should 

keep us working and serving for the Lord! 
 

III. God’s hope gives us something to hang on to, we have confidence! 
 

A. Hope is what gets us through the most difficult of days and hardships. 
 

1. If I can find hope then I have that proverbial light at the end of the tunnel. 
 
2. I can go through my daily chores, I can make it through the difficult days; 

because of having hope for something better. 
 
3. Hope is what keeps me going. 

 
B. And as a Christian, I have the promises of God that offers me the greatest of all hopes. 
 

1. I can know without a shadow of a doubt that I can make it through the most 
difficult of times.  I can overcome anything this world throws at me because my 
hope is greater than this world and this life! 

 
2. Paul related the power that can be found in our godly hope! 
 
 Romans 5:3-5 
 “And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation 

produces perseverance; 
 and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 
 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in 

our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.” 
 
3. The Apostle John encouraged the horribly persecuted Christians at the end of 

the first century to never give up on the promise of eternity that offered them 
hope. 
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 Revelations 2:10-11 
 “Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil 

is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will 
have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of 
life. 

 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who 
overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.” 

 
C. Our hope in Christ will help us to endure the most difficult issues of life. 
 

1. My hope for eternity can even help me deal with death! 
 
2. For someone in Christ death is a blessing! 

 
 Revelation 14:13 
 “Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are the dead 

who die in the Lord from now on.’ ” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest 
from their labors, and their works follow them.” 

 
D. As I was preparing for this lesson I thought that a good illustration of how hope has 

helped someone through difficulties would be interesting at those point.   
So, I “Googled,”  “Examples of Hope.”  One of the articles that I received was entitled:  
“Seven of the Best Examples of Having Hope?” 

 
The first example of the seven best was this… 
 
Voyager 1, is an aircraft launched by NASA, as a space probe into the outer solar system.  
It was launched on the 5th of September 1977, and has been operating for 42 years.  It 
is the farthest aircraft from the earth.  It continues to travel at a maximum speed 17,260 
miles per second. In August of 2012 Voyager 1 entered Interstellar Space. 
 
The article then stated:  “So, where does hope come into the picture?”  And then the 
author begins to give his answer. 
  
“Given the current situation, Voyager 1 has enough power to function and gather 
information by operating it's instruments till 2025 (after which the system will shut 
down because there won't be any power left). Post that, it will wander off losing 
momentum every second till it comes to rest in outer space… Voyager 1 space probe 
carries a gold-plated audio-visual phonograph disc in the event that the spacecraft is 
ever found by intelligent life forms from other planetary systems.” 
 
The author then mentions Carl Sagan who was a leading space scientist, astrophysicist, 
and many other titles including atheistic.  Sagan stated that is spacecraft “will be 
encountered and the record played only if there are advanced space faring civilizations 
in interstellar space. But the launching of this 'bottle' into the cosmic ocean says 
something very hopeful about life on this planet." 
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The author is this article then comes back and states:  “In My opinion, this is a prime 
example of having HOPE.” 

(Subhorbrata Das, “What are the Best Examples of Having Hope?” 
https://www.quora.com/What-are-the-best-examples-of-having-hope) 

 
E. Friends, this is not hope it is futility!  Yet in Christ, we can hang on! 
 

1. We have a hope that is sure, it is true, and it provides us the strength and the 
ability to overcome any hardship or any problem that we face upon this earth! 

 
2. From our text, Paul relates the strong, unchangeable hope that we have in 

Christ. 
 
 Hebrews 6:17-19 
 “Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the 

immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, 
 that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might 

have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set 
before us. 

 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which 
enters the Presence behind the veil, (Heaven)” 

 
3. We many times sing the song: 
 

“My hope is built on nothing less  
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweet-est fram, 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 
 
When darkness veils His lovely face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In every high and stormy gale, 
My anchor holds within the veil. 
 
His oath, His covenant, His blood, 
Support me in the whelming flood; 
When all around my soul gives way, 
He then is all my hope and stay. 
 
When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
O may I then in Him be found, 
Dressed in His righteousness alone, 
Faultless to stand before the throne. 
 
On Christ, the Solid Rock, I stand;  
All other ground is sinking sand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 
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Conclusion: 
 
I. The hope that the world offers is empty! 
 
II. Yet, there is a real hope that provides for us: 
 

A. A Faith in which we can share to others! 
 
B. A Work to Fulfill! 
 
C. And Security in both good times and very difficult times! 
 

III. That hope is found only in Jesus Christ! 
 

A. Are you seeking for such a hope? 
 

1. If you are not a Christian and you want to obtain such a hope.  Then allow one 
of us to study God’s Message with you.  Learn what Christ teaches concerning 
how to receive His grace and hope. 

 
2. If you know God Word yet have waiting in obeying His will!  Why are you 

waiting?  Do not allow anything to interfere with your hope of salvation! 
 
3. If you are a Christian yet fallen back into sin!  Understand the Lord wants you to 

repent so that He will forgive and you can have our hope restored. 
 
4. Or possibly your hope is intact!  Yet, struggles seem to presently be around you, 

remember that prayer helps to sustain our confidence, our hope! 
 

B. IF we can assist you in any way, please let it be known as we stand and as we sing! 


