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(SLIDE #1)  GREAT EVENTS OF THE 

BIBLE -- PETER AND JOHN HEAL 

THE LAME MAN! 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. Pentecost Has Concluded; Peter And John Begin To Heal And Proclaim Jesus! 

 

 

B. In This Lesson We See The Apostles Begin To Fulfill Their Mission -- To Use 

The Miraculous Gifts To Do Good But More So To Bring People To Christ And 

To Glorify God As They Use Those Gifts! 

 

 

C. (Slide #2)  Text: Ac. 3:1-11 “Now Peter and John went up together to the temple 

at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2And a certain man lame from his mother’s 

womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is 

called Beautiful, to ask alms from those who entered the temple; 3who, seeing 

Peter and John about to go into the temple, asked for alms. 4And fixing his eyes 

on him, with John, Peter said, ‘Look at us.’ 5So he gave them his attention, 

expecting to receive something from them. 6Then Peter said, ‘Silver and gold I 

do not have, but what I do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, rise up and walk.’ (Slide #3)  7And he took him by the right hand and 

lifted him up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. 8So 

he, leaping up, stood and walked and entered the temple with them—walking, 

leaping, and praising God. 9And all the people saw him walking and praising 

God. 10Then they knew that it was he who sat begging alms at the Beautiful Gate 

of the temple; and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had 

happened to him. Now as the lame man who was healed held on to Peter and 

John, all the people ran together to them in the porch which is called Solomon's, 

greatly amazed.” 

 

 

 

I. (Slide #4)  The Circumstances Of This Event. 

A. (►)  Peter And John Went To The Temple At The Ninth Hour -- Likely The 

Third And Last Call To Prayer At 3 P.M. (The First Prayers Were At 9 A.M. 

And Noon.) 

 

 

B. (►)  They Entered The Temple Area Through The Beautiful Gate. 

1. Temple gates: 

a. There were 8 doors that led into the Temple area that were 45’ high. 
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b. (Slide #5)  A larger one, facing eastward, was 75’ high and was 

magnificently adorned! It was also called Nicanor. 

c. This was probably the MOST used Temple door. 

 

 

2. (Slide #6)  At The Beautiful Gate A Crippled Man Was Begging For Alms. 

2 

a. This man had been lame since his birth over 40 years earlier. Ac. 4:22 

b. Friends carried him to this gate each day. 

1. They placed him at this busy gate so he could have lots of 

opportunities to ask for benevolent help. 

2. They felt that those about to or just having worshiped might be 

more compassionate at that time than at any other times in their 

daily lives; thus they might give him alms. 

 

3. As Peter and John entered the gate, the lame man asked for a benevolent 

gift from them. 

a. He begged them for help just as he would have of any other person 

going through the gate. 

b. Obviously the very most that he was expecting was a small monetary 

donation. 

 

 

C. (►)  Peter And John Healed The Man! 5-10 

1. (Slide #7)  Peter pointedly said to the man, “Look on us!” 

a. Wonder what the lame man thought at that moment? 

b. I suspect it was, “They are going to give me something.” 

 

2. IMPORTANT OBSERVATION: Note that he has NO expectation of 

receiving HEALING!!!!!  

 

3. Peter’s amazing affirmation, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do 

have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.” 

6 

a. Peter had something so much more valuable than money for this man. 

b. Does this imply that the Apostles had no money? That does not seem to 

be implied in this statement at all! It simply means that Peter had 

something that was SO MUCH MORE VALUABLE THAN MONEY 

to give him! 

c. The gift that Peter has to offer -- HEALING! 

d. Observe that Peter implores the name and power of Jesus -- He is 

emphasizing that the healing power that will enable this man to walk is 

rooted in the power of the resurrected Christ. 

e. Peter tells this man to do what he NEVER had done -- WALK!!!! 

 

4. Peter took the man by the right hand, and pulled him up. Immediately his 

feet and ankle bones were strengthened. 7. And he was totally healed! 
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a. The man did not just get up when Peter told him to walk. Wonder 

WHY! Remember he HAD NEVER GOTTEN UP! He had never 

walked! 

b. Peter pulled him up; then he received his strength and began to walk. 

c. And observe the power of the miracle: 

1. He was immediately strengthened. 

2. His feet and ankle bones were strengthened and became steadfast. 

3. He did not hobble about for months, weeks, days, hours, or even 

minutes, he did not slightly improve over time -- he was 

INSTANTANEOUSLY healed! 

4. Doctor Luke’s imprint is all over this passage -- it was his RIGHT 

hand; the other terms are medical terms from the vocabulary of a 

physician. 

d. And the immediate response of the man: 

1. “So he, leaping up, stood and walked and entered the temple with 

them—walking, leaping, and praising God.” 8 

2. He leaped up, stood, and walked, and entered the Temple! 

3. He SURELY got more than he expected!!!! 

3. He STOOD and then continued to WALK; he entered the Temple 

without being carried. 

4. He went into the Temple walking, leaping, and praising God! All 

of these present tense verbs are continuous action verbs! 

IMAGINE THE THRILL of doing this for the first time!!!!! He 

probably could not get enough of it! 

e. The reaction of those who saw these events: 9,10 

1. Imagine how those who had seen this man for YEARS were totally 

astonished that the LAME man is walking and running! 

2. They KNEW this man. 

3. They saw him glorifying God for his healing! 

4. They were filled with wonder and amazement that the former lame 

man was healed!!!!! 

5. The Jewish leaders KNEW that this was an undeniable miracle! 

4:16 “What shall we do to these men? For, indeed, that a notable 

miracle has been done through them is evident to all who dwell in 

Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it.” 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #8)  This Miracle Afforded Peter The Opportunity To Preach The Second 

Sermon. Ac. 3:11-26 

A. (►)  The Amazed Multitude, Filled With Wonder, Ran To Solomon’s Porch Or 

Portico (A Covered Walkway Or Colonnade.) 11 

1. (Slide #9)  On the east side of the Temple area this “porch” was 60’ wide. 

 

2. On the south side it was 90’ wide. 

 

3. It was made of great columns, cedar boards lay on top of these columns and 

on the wall around the Temple area. 
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4. This provided protection from the heat of the sun, from the moisture of the 

rain, from the breeziness of the wind, and from the coolness of the winter. 

 

 

B. (Slide #10)  Not Surprisingly, The Lame Man Was Clinging To Peter And John 

-- He Was Determined To Hold On To Them And Not Let Them Go. The 

Multitude Ran Up As This Occurred. 

 

 

C. (Slide #11)  Peter’s Sermon: 12-26 

1. (►)  Why are you so amazed at this miracle? 

a. The crowd seems to look at Peter and John as if they were super-saints 

or even gods. 

b. Peter wants to point their awe to the Godhead, not to John and himself. 

c. He is emphasizing that neither he nor any other man could have this 

kind of power naturally! 

 

2. (►)  Peter declares that they had performed this miracle by the power of the 

resurrected Jesus! 

a. He proclaims that the God of their Jewish forefathers glorified Jesus by 

raising Him from the dead; this proves that Jesus is the promised 

Messiah! 

b. The Jews had rejected the God-sent Messiah, this Holy and Just One 

and demanded the release of a murderer. 13,14 

c. The Jews had killed the Prince of life; God raised Him from the dead; 

Peter declares that the Apostles are witnesses of the resurrected 

Christ!!!! 15 

d. He is reiterating the very facts he preached on Pentecost. 

 

3. (►)  Peter affirms that the lame man was healed by the power of Christ. 16 

a. By that power he was made strong -- his limp, weak legs were 

strengthened. 

b. By that power he was given “perfect soundness.” -- he was now whole, 

complete, and perfect! 

c. And these people COULD NOT DENY the fact that a miracle had 

occurred -- the lifelong lame man had walked, run, and leaped in their 

presence! They KNEW him and KNEW that a miracle had occurred! 

d. What is meant by “And His name, through faith in His name, has 

made this man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which 

comes through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the 

presence of you all.” 

1. Is Peter talking about the lame man’s faith? He did not expect 

healing; he sought alms! 

a. There seems to be NO expectation AT ALL that he sought or 

expected healing from Peter and John. 
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b. He surely had heard about and very likely had seen Jesus since 

He was laid daily at this gate; however, He had previously 

made NO appeal to Jesus to be healed; and now he had made 

NO appeal for the Apostles to heal him by the power of Jesus! 

c. Many Pentecostals, charismatics, and those who believe in  

faith healing today claim that one must have godly faith before 

he can be healed; however this man that Peter and John 

encountered was completely unaware of what they were about 

to offer. He was not asking to be healed, he was asking for 

money. 

2. It was the Apostles faith! 

a. Imagine the faith it took for Peter to proclaim, “Silver and 

gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: In the name 

of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.” 

b. Imagine the certainty and faith that Peter had -- that by the 

power of Christ he could heal this lame man! 

c. The baptism of the Spirit on Pentecost must have convinced 

him that they could perform such miracles. 

d. This refers to the Apostles’ faith in His name -- by their faith 

in Christ and His power this man had been healed! 

3. What kind of faith is being discussed? 

a. NOT SAVING faith! 

b. It was their faith that the baptism of the Holy Spirit gave them 

the power to heal the sick, no matter how difficult the case 

was. 

 

4. (►)  Peter states that God used the Jews’ hate to bring about His 

providential will! 17,18 

a. Peter understands that the Jews and their rulers were responsible for 

Christ’s Death because they opposed Him in their ignorance. 17 

1. They were ignorant of their own Scriptures. 

2. They either HAD NOT compared Christ to those prophecies OR 

they read them but rejected Jesus as the Messiah. 

b. All of the prophets had earlier prophesied that the Christ would suffer; 

that is exactly what happened to Jesus. God kept His Word! 18 

c. In fact, God used their unbelief to bring about the very plan He had 

ordained in eternity! 

 

5. (►)  Peter makes a second call for the Jews to respond to Jesus Christ in 

faith and penitence! 19 

a. “Repent therefore and be converted” -- “Have a changed understanding 

about Jesus and turn and submit to Him!” 

b. Only then will your sins be blotted out; only then will you have the 

weight of sin and guilt lifted from you sinful hearts!!! 
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6. (►)  Peter then exalts Jesus as the Ascended Lord and the ONLY hope for 

sinners! 21-26 

a. He will remain in Heaven until the end of the world! Then His people 

will be restored to Him in Heaven! 21 

b. He calls upon these Jews to acknowledge that Jesus is the Promised 

Messiah whom God promised to send first to the Jews! 22-26 

c. Acknowledge that Jesus IS the Promised Prophet for the Jews! 

1. Moses, your honored spokesman and prophet, foretold of His 

coming and of His authority. 22 

a. Dt. 18:15 “The LORD your God will raise up for you a 

Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren. Him 

you shall hear,” 

b. Those who believed in Moses as a prophet HAD to accept the 

Christ as the Promised Messiah! 

2. Jews who pointed to the O.T. prophets should accept Jesus as the 

Promised Christ -- all the prophets from Samuel forward also 

foretold of these days -- the Christian Dispensation! 

3. Jesus was the “seed” God had promised Abraham! 

a. Gen. 12:3 “I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse 

him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth 

shall be blessed.” 

b. Gen. 22:18 “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be 

blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” 

c. The Jews were a blessed nation to have that promise; however, 

they rejected the precious promise made to Abraham and 

promised OVER AND OVER by their prophets! 

d. Because of the promises to their forefather, they were given 

the privilege to first hear the Gospel. Rom 1:16 

e. Jesus Christ, the Messiah, whom the Jews had rejected and 

killed, was raised by His Father so that He could provide 

forgiveness for their sins! 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #12)  Lessons For Us Today. 

A. (►)  People Are Often Looking For Something That Is Insignificant In 

Relationship To What They COULD Receive --  SHOW THEM JESUS! 

1. Many see churches as no more than “benevolent institutions” -- they can 

pay my rent, pay my electric and water bill, they can give me gas, or put me 

in a motel. 

 

2. They have NO IDEA that they can find THE ULTIMATE NEED for their 

lives -- SALVATION FROM THEIR SINS AND HOPE OF HEAVEN! 

 

3. Peter and John could have given the man some alms; that would have put 

some food on his table and it would have lifted his spirits for a while. 
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4. Giving him alms would NOT have helped him physically -- he would have 

still been lame; it would NOT have helped him spiritually -- to come to 

faith in Jesus Christ and to be saved by Him! 

 

5. Question -- do we point everyone to what they REALLY need -- to 

salvation in Jesus? Sadly we can talk to people about all kinds of things -- 

weather, sports, etc.; yet we don’t discuss the most important topic with 

them -- JESUS! 

 

 

B. (►)  Kind Deeds And Benevolent Acts Can Cause People To Look To Jesus! 

1. This miracle provided an opportunity for this healed man to seek the one 

who provided this power! 

 

2. It also caused intrigue among the multitudes at the Temple area! 

 

3. Do we use benevolent acts for the purpose of guiding people to Christ? 

 

 

C. (►)  True Miracles Were Instantaneous And Made The Person Whole! 

1. Here is a man who could not walk a day in his life -- he is 40 years old. 

 

2. Peter tells him to walk -- remember, the man does not know HOW to stand 

or to walk! 

 

3. Peter took him by the right hand, lifted him up, and IMMEDIATELY his 

feet and ankle bones were strengthened! 7 

 

4. The impact of this miracle -- he could leap up, stand, and walk 

immediately! 

 

5. Observers KNEW this was a true miracle! 

 

6. Contrast that today with religious leaders who claim to heal people and they 

stagger, reel, and fall!!!! That is not a miracle at all! 

 

 

D. (Slide #13)  Healed People LONG To Be With Those Who Healed Them! 

1. This former lame want “held on to” Peter and John; he did not want them to 

get away from him! He was in awe of them! 

 

2. Today, those who are saved LONG to be with Christians who have guided 

them to Christ and who helped them be spiritually healed! 

 

3. Those we teach love us and appreciate us SO MUCH; teachers love those 

they have taught! It is a life-long bond! 
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E. (►)  Peter Pointed The People Away From Himself And John TO JESUS! 

1. Peter was not seeking a following; he was an Apostle, one sent on a 

mission, for Jesus! 

 

2. Peter performed this miracle BY THE POWER OF CHRIST; this man was 

healed BY THE POWER OF CHRIST! 

 

3. In every joy, sorrow, uncertainty, and fear we must keep our eyes pointed to 

Jesus! 

 

4. This is SO TRUE for all of us now at Washington Avenue -- keep your 

eyes, hearts, and focus upon the Lord! 

 

 

F. (►)  Jesus IS The Promised Seed Of Abraham, the O.T. Promised Messiah, The 

Crucified, Resurrected, And Ascended Lord And ONLY Hope For Sinners! 

1. It was true in Jerusalem on Pentecost and just afterward! 

 

2. It is true today! 

 

3. Tragically, some hear this message for years and never come to faith or 

respond to Jesus! 

 

4. I am making an appeal for those who have never come to Christ to be open 

to study with me in the next few weeks about Jesus! 

 

 

G. (►)  Repent And Be Converted -- ONLY THEN Will You Sins Be Blotted Out; 

Only Then Will You Have The Weight Of Sin And Guilt Lifted From You 

Sinful Hearts!!! 


