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(SLIDE #1)  LOVING THE BODY OF 

CHRIST! 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

A. The Lord’s Church Is An AWESOME Institution! 

1. It is so misunderstood by the world. 

 

2. It is often undervalued by members of the Church! 

 

3. Brethren, WE NEED TO SEE HOW TRULY GREAT IT IS! 

 

 

B. (Slide #2)  “Body Of Christ!” 

1. Eph. 1:22,23 “And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be 

head over all things to the church, 23which is His body, the fullness of Him 

who fills all in all.” 

 

2. Col. 1:18 “And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the 

preeminence.” 

 

3. Col. 1:24 “I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh 

what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which 

is the church,” 

 

4. WHY this imagery? Because HE is the head of the Church; members are to 

be under His guidance and Will! 

 

 

C. (Slide #3)  It Is The Body That Has ONE Purpose -- To GLORIFY God! 

1. Eph. 3:20,21 “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above 

all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, 21to Him 

be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. 

Amen.” 

 

2. The Church needs to exalt the Godhead! 

a. The Father as the designer of the Church! 

b. The Son as the creator of the Church! 

c. The Holy Spirit as the revealer of the Church! 

 

3. The Church needs to point to the Godhead; Christians need to point to the 

Godhead in doctrine, love, and life! 
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I. (Slide #4)  Why The New Testament Church, The Church Of Christ, Is SO 

Awesome! 

A. (Slide #5)  It Was A Divinely Planned Institution! 

1. It was planned in eternity -- before the world was created! 

a. Eph. 3:8-12 “To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this 

grace was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the 

unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to make all see what is the 

fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has 

been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ; 10to the 

intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by 

the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, 
11according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ 

Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and access with 

confidence through faith in Him.” 

b. It CERTAINLY IS NOT the afterthought of Premillennial doctrine; It 

is Heaven-planned! 

 

2. It was prophesied beforehand: 

a. Dn. 2:44 “And in the days of these kings [The fourth Empire -- The 

Roman Empire] the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall 

never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it 

shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand 

forever.” 

b. “At hand.” 

1. By John the Baptizer. Mt. 3:1,2 

2. By Jesus. Mk. 1:15 

3. By the Apostles. Mt. 10:7 

c. Jesus -- Mt. 16:18 “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this 

rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail 

against it.” 

 

 

B. (►)  It Was Divinely Instituted -- By Jesus Christ Himself! 

1. Jn. 10:11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the 

sheep.” 

 

2. Mt. 16:16-18 “Simon Peter answered and said, ‘You are the Christ, the Son 

of the living God.’ 17Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Blessed are you, 

Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My 

Father who is in heaven. 18And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on 

this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail 

against it. 19And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 

whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 
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3. Eph. 5:25-27 “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the 

church and gave Himself for her, 26that He might sanctify and cleanse her 

with the washing of water by the word, 27that He might present her to 

Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but 

that she should be holy and without blemish.” 

 

 

C. (►)  It Was Miraculously Initiated! 

1. That occurred on the Day of Pentecost! Acts 2 

a. Ac. 2:1-4 “When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all 

with one accord in one place. 2And suddenly there came a sound from 

heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house 

where they were sitting. 3Then there appeared to them divided tongues, 

as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. 4And they were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 

gave them utterance.” 

b. The multitudes gathered in Jerusalem for this Jewish feast heard that 

riveting sound! 6 

c. All of those pilgrims heard the Apostles, Galileans, speak in their own 

languages, even in the dialect of their ethnicity! 8 

d. Peter explained that this was a fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy; it was the 

introduction of the miraculous for the Church and Christians that would 

last for the first two generations of Christian! 16-21 [Especially 19,20] 

1. This was an affirmation of the death of the Law of Moses -- nailed 

to the Cross 7 weeks earlier! 

2. It was an affirmation of Christ as the Messiah, of the Law of 

Christ, of Heaven’s New Testament, and of the Church as the 

home of the saved! 

e. The Apostles were the only ones on the Day of Pentecost who received 

these miraculous powers, 43; however, they offered the gift of the Holy 

Spirit to those who received remission of sins [were saved; became 

Christians]! Later we learn that the Apostles had to lay hands upon new 

Christians so they could receive a miraculous gift from the Holy Spirit. 

Ac. 8:14,15 

 

2. When Gentiles were invited into It, that day too was miraculously initiated! 

Ac. 10 

a. An angel told Cornelius in a vision to send for Peter at Joppa. 1-6 

b. The next day Peter received a vision of a sheet being let down from 

Heaven; it contained all kinds of four-footed animals, wild beasts, 

creeping things, and birds of the air. Ac. 10:12. He was given this 

vision three times! 9-16 

c. As Peter pondered the meaning of this vision, men from Cornelius 

knocked on the door where Peter was residing and asked for him. 17-18 

d. The Spirit told Peter to go with these men. 19-23 

e. The next day they traveled to Caesarea to the house of Cornelius. 24 
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f. These two men reminisced about the visions that brought them 

together; Peter preached Jesus to these Gentiles! 25-43 

g. As Peter preached, the Gentiles of the house of Cornelius received the 

baptism of the Holy Spirit as the Apostles had on the Day of Pentecost! 

44-46 

h. This convinced Peter that Gentiles had the same privilege to be in the 

Church that the Jews had; he baptized them into Christ! 47,48 

 

3. Thus, on the Day of Pentecost and at the House of Cornelius, the Godhead 

miraculously affirmed that Jews and Gentiles were invited into the Body of 

Christ; all penitent believers in Jesus could be forgiven of their sins! 

 

 

D. (►)  It Is THE ONLY SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION THAT HEAVEN 

SANCTIONS And ENDORSES! 

1. Eph. 4:4 “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one 

hope of your calling; 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6one God and 

Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.” 

 

2. And NO WONDER, It is ALL about one of the members of the Godhead -- 

JESUS, The Son Of God! 

 

3. Remember Jesus’ affirmation, “I will build MY Church!” 

 

 

E. (Slide #6)  It Is To Be THE Pillar And Ground Of The Truth! 

1. I Tim. 3:15 “but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you 

ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the 

living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.” 

 

2. It is to respect the Authority of Jesus; It is to teach His Will; It is to uphold 

His Will and promote It to the world! 

 

 

F. (►)  It Is THE INSTITUTION That Is To Be Open To Penitent People Of 

Every Ethnicity! 

1. The Godhead affirmed this emphatically on the Day of Pentecost and at the 

house of Cornelius. 

 

2. Gal. 3:28,29 “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 

there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29And if 

you are Christ's, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 

promise. 

 

3. Col. 3:11 “where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in 

all.” 
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G. (►)  It Is An Amazing Faith Family! 

1. This is a faith family of the Godhead, Heaven’s angels, dead believers, 

believers who live today, and of those who will come into It as long as the 

world stands! 

 

2. The Body of Christ is a spiritual family that loves, uplifts, encourages, and 

provides safety and security to Christians! 

 

3. Gal. 3:26,27 “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 
27For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” 

 

4. What a family! 

a. I Jn. 3:1 “Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, 

that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not 

know us, because it did not know Him.” 

b. It is a body that deeply cares for one another and desires no schism 

[division]! I Cor. 12:24-27 “But God composed the body, having given 

greater honor to that part which lacks it, 25that there should be no 

schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for 

one another. 26And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with 

it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 27Now 

you are the body of Christ, and members individually.” 

c. The world promotes discord among people of different ethnicities, 

races, and tribes. Jesus builds peace among those who come to Him; 

the world cannot comprehend it! 

 

5. Eph. 3:15 “For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 15from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,” 

 

 

H. (►)  It Is Greater Than Any Of Us! 

1. Greek culture promoted the exaltation of wise thinkers, and men in 

powerful and popular positions. 

 

2. CHRIST is THE HEAD of the Body of Christ! 

 

3. We must never allow pride to convince us that we are SO important -- 

Christ is THE important One! 

 

4. When the Corinthians began to exalt preachers and claim to be their 

disciples, Paul lovingly but succinctly corrected that attitude: 

a. I Cor. 1:12,13 “Now I say this, that each of you says, ‘I am of Paul,’ or 

‘I am of Apollos,’ or ‘I am of Cephas,’ or ‘I am of Christ.’ 13Is Christ 

divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name 

of Paul?” 

b. I Cor. 3:5,6 “Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers 

through whom you believed, as the Lord gave to each one? 6I planted, 

Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.” 
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5. We must always remember WHO is Lord! 

 

 

 

II. (Slide #7)  As Great As The Church Is, It Also Has A Human Element -- It Is 

Made Up Of You And ME! 

A. We All Have Our Unique Personalities; We All Have Our Quirks; We All Have 

Our Idiosyncrasies! 

 

 

B. Many Who Become Christians See The Church As A Perfect Body; It Is NOT! 

1. It is perfect in Its design and purpose! 

 

2. However, It is NOT: 

a. A Utopia! 

b. A “Never, Never Land!” 

c. A “Never Grow Old” Place. 

 

3. There are AMAZING Christians who enrich It! 

a. Mentors -- Paul for Timothy, Titus, Silas, et. al. 

b. Mothers and fathers in the faith (those who brought you to Christ). 

Peter, Paul 

c. Talented, benevolent-hearted people -- Dorcas! Ac. 9:36-43 

d. Thoughtful encouragers -- Barnabas. 

e. Faithful Christians whose loyalty is unwavering; they are in worship 

every time the doors are open; they love the Lord “unto death.” 

f. Godly brethren like Gaius (he prospered spiritually and in life), III Jn. 

1; and Demetrius (godly man with a godly reputation), III Jn. 12. 

 

4. Sadly, there are those who mar Its glory. 

a. People who are not loyal to the Truth and who want to exalt their 

opinions above the Word of God. 

b. Brethren who think their gift is better and more important than that of 

anyone else in the church -- tongue speakers of I Cor. 12-14 

c. Brethren who try to destroy the reputation of the godly -- the false 

apostles at Corinth who tried to destroy the warm feelings of the 

Corinthians toward the Apostle Paul. II Cor. 

d. Brethren who love the world -- Demas. II Tim. 4:10 

e. Brethren who knowingly oppose God’s Word being taught, and who 

harm other brethren -- Alexander. II Tim. 4:14 

f. Brethren who draw lines of fellowship that Christ did not draw -- 

Diotrophes. III Jn. 9-11 
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C. We Must Strive To Live In A Way That Glorifies The Body Of Christ; “Let The 

Beauty Of Jesus Be Seen In Me!” 

 

 

 

III. (Slide #8)  It Is A Home Of Hope! 

A. It Is A Place Where Faith Grows And Hope Increases! 

 

 

B. It Is A Place Where Our Hearts Grow In Anticipation! 

 

 

C. It Is A Place Where Persecution And Bad Things Only Increase The Hope Of 

The Faithful! Read Revelation! 

 

 

D. It Is A Place Where We All Strive To Age With Dignity! 

 

 

 

(Slide #9)  Conclusion: 

A. The Body Of Christ -- The Spiritual Institution That We Should Revere! 

 

 

B. May Our Sentiment Be, “I LOVE Thy Kingdom Lord!” 

 

 

C. May Our Hearts, Our Mouths, And Our Lives GLORIFY The Godhead And The 

Church! 

1. May we fulfill the purpose of the Church -- to GLORIFY the Godhead! 

 

2. Eph. 3:20,21 “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above 

all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, 21to Him 

be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. 

Amen.” 


