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Do You Want to Go to Heaven? 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: 
 
Philippians 3:20-21 
“For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 
who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to 
the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.” 
 
Introduction: 
 
I. The majority of us are citizens of the United States. 
 

A. There might be some of you that are citizens of other countries. 
 
B. Yet, as citizens of the United States we enjoy the benefits that come to us while 

in this country. 
 

1. I can remember in middle school having to memorize the “Preamble” of 
the constitution and our teacher relating the freedoms that we have as 
members of the United States. 

 
a. We live in a nation where we can be assured that justice is offered 

to all; therefore we can live in peace or tranquility with one 
another. 

 
b. Our country is to provide a defense so that we can live in safety 

from possible outside military threats. 
 
c. And our government is to promote for its citizen the opportunity 

for our own general welfare, plus freedom for us and our children. 
 

2. We wonder about the direction and the morality of our country, we 
question sometimes the political environment; however there is still 
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much that our country offers which should make all of us thankful to be 
here. 

 
II. Yet, as much as we appreciate our nation, Paul reminds us that as Christians we are also 

citizens of a much better country. 
 

A. Daniel spoke of a different kingdom that was going to be established.  (Daniel 2) 
 

1. It is a different nation from the Babylonians, Persians, Greeks, and 
Romans. 

 
2. It would not be a physical kingdom but a spiritual kingdom. 
 

B. Isaiah relates that when this spiritual kingdom came into existence that all other 
nations people would come into it. 

 
 Isaiah 2:2 
 “Now it shall come to pass in the latter days 

That the mountain of the LORD’s house 
Shall be established on the top of the mountains, 
And shall be exalted above the hills; 
And all nations shall flow to it.” 

 
C. Christ came into the world and established His church, which is His spiritual 

Kingdom. 
 

1. The Lord related that His kingdom would begin and many in that 
generation would see it come in power. 

 
 Mark 9:1 
 “And He said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that there are some 

standing here who will not taste death till they see the kingdom of God 
present with power.””  (Luke 9:27) 

 
2. In Acts 2, we see the church beginning on the Day of Pentecost, yet we 

also see that those added to the church are those that are saved. 
 
 Acts 2:40 
 “…And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.” 
 

III. As Christians we are citizens in the spiritual kingdom, we are citizens of Heaven. 
 

A. Paul proclaimed to the Philippians that they were not citizens of this earth but 
rather of Heaven. 
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B. Therefore as citizens in the Lord’s kingdom of Heaven, we ought to have a great 

optimize and longing in going to our homeland. 
 

1. Paul earlier in our text related that he was pressing “toward the goal for 
the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 3:14) 

 
2. And we ought to have the same longing for Heaven has Paul, because we 

have the same promise given to us by Deity. 
 

C. Therefore, in our lesson this morning let us explore why we ought to want to go 
to Heaven. 

 
Discussion: 
 
I. We should want to go to Heaven because it is our realistic hope! 
 

A. I few weeks ago we had a lesson on “hope” in the Lord and in that lesson we 
recognized that godly hope is real, it is assured. 

 
1. We know that Heaven is real because the Bible related such. 
 

a. In the Lord’s “Sermon on the Mount” He related that while on this 
earth we will be persecuted yet as His followers we will have the 
reward of Heaven. 

 
Matthew 5:12 

 “Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.” 

 
b. Paul related that we can have hope in Christ that there is a 

Heaven. 
 
 Colossians 1:3-5 
 “We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

praying always for you, 
 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all 

the saints; 
 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which 

you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel,” 
 

2. Our hope of Heaven is real because Jesus proved what He taught and said 
through the many miraculous signs that He performed. 
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a. He healed the sick.  (Matthew 14:14) 
 
b He calmed the storm at sea.  (Mark 4:39) 
 
c. He walked on water.  (Matthew 14:25) 
 
d. He cast out demons.  (Mark 5) 
 
e. He raised others from the death.  (John 11:33-34) 
 
f. And He, Himself, was raised from the dead.  (Matthew 28:6) 
 

B. We have the hope of Heaven because the Lord offers it to the faithful.  Peter 
relates the hope that we have of Heaven. 

 
 I Peter 1:3-4 
 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 

abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, 
reserved in heaven for you,” 

 
C. We ought to want to go to Heaven because we can put our trust and faith that 

Heaven is real. 
 

II. We ought to want to go to Heaven because it is a place of comfort and rest. 
 

A. This life is filled with difficulties and trouble. 
 
1. There is not one of us that has not had difficulties of various kinds. 
 

a. There are many different levels of struggles from just a hard day 
at work to having to face sickness, disease, and even death. 

 
b. Being in this world is a guarantee that troubles will arise. 
 
c. Job had his troubles and difficulties and he expressed his thoughts 

about such! 
 
 Job 3:25-26 
 “For the thing I greatly feared has come upon me, 

And what I dreaded has happened to me. 
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 I am not at ease, nor am I quiet; 
I have no rest, for trouble comes.” 

 
 Job 14:1 
 “Man who is born of woman  

Is of few days and full of trouble.” 
 
2. Sin even compounds the struggles that we face.  Where are many 

examples of how sin negatively affect individuals. 
 

a. Every time I drive to Cincinnati I get a chill when seeing the sign 
on the highway just north of Louisville that commemorates the 
site where so many children were killed when the drunk driver hit 
the school bus. 

 
b. My heart is disturbed when I think of the millions of innocent 

children that have been aborted. 
 
c. And even more so when I think of the young people that have 

been abused both physically and sexually. 
 
d. Such sins are devastating and destroys lives not just for the 

victims, but for their families and other loved ones as well. 
 

3. David from the Old Testament also had his share of issues, however he 
knew to whom he must turn. 

 
 Psalm 86:7 
 “In the day of my trouble I will call upon You, 

For You will answer me.” 
 
 Psalm 9:9 
 “The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed, 

A refuge in times of trouble.” 
 

4. And even though there is great comfort in this world from our difficulties 
because of our faith and trust in the Lord, yet God has an eternal haven 
waiting for us. 

 
B. Heaven is our Haven! 
 

1. The word haven means a place of “shelter and safety; refuge; asylum.”  
(Dictionary.com) 
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2. Heaven will be our place where the troubles of this world cannot affect 
us; we will be free from our difficulties. 

 
a. In the book of Revelation, John attempts to give us a description 

of Heaven. 
 

 Revelation 21:3-4, 8 
 “And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the 

tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and 
they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and 
be their God. 

 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be 
no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more 
pain, for the former things have passed away.” 

 
b. John also relates that Heaven will be a place of rest. 
 
 Revelation 14:12-13 

“Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the 
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. 
Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write: 
‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’” “Yes,” 
says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, and their 
works follow them.”” 
 

c. Jesus even related that He would offer His followers “rest.” 
 
 Matthew 11:28 
 “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 

give you rest.” 
 

3. We ought to look forward to Heaven because it is our haven of rest from 
the difficulties and sins that exist in this world. 

 
III. We ought to want to go to Heaven because it is our real home! 
 

A. It is that time of the season when many have and will be going home. 
 

1. We have several of our college students that have been home this week, 
and others that have come to be with their parents and other loved ones. 

 
2. To all those that have come home, I hope that you have had an awesome 

week. 
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3. Coming home is always special. 
 
B. As Christians, we do not belong here! 
 

1. We are traveling through this earthly existence with the ambition of 
going home. 

 
2. Peter describes that we are strangers (foreigners) while on this earth. 
 
 I Peter 2:11 
 “Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts 

which war against the soul,” 
 
3. From our text, that we read earlier, our citizenship does not belong here 

on the earth; our citizenship is in Heaven.  (Philippians 3:20) 
 
4. The Apostle Paul looked forward to going home to be with the Lord in 

Heaven, yet until he got there he was still going to be following his Lord 
and working for Him. 

 
Philippians 1:21-26 
“For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I 
shall choose I cannot tell. 
For I am hard-pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be 
with Christ, which is far better. 
Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you. 
And being confident of this, I know that I shall remain and continue with 
you all for your progress and joy of faith, 
that your rejoicing for me may be more abundant in Jesus Christ by my 
coming to you again.” 
 

C. The Lord is preparing Heaven for us! 
 

1. We know what the Lord told His Apostles. 
 
John 14:2 
“In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place for you.” 
 

2. This is where our treasure is, it is where our hearts ought to be. 
 
 Matthew 6:19-21 
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 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 

 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 

 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 

D. Heaven is our home because this is where our Father lives! 
 

1. Jesus when giving us the model prayer related that our Father is in 
Heaven. 

 
 Matthew 6:9 
 “In this manner, therefore, pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name.” 

 
2. John relates that God desires that we be His Sons. 
 
 Revelation 21:7 
 “He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he 

shall be My son.” 
 
3. In the song “How Great Thou Art,” the last versus in our song books 

reads: 
 
 “When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
 And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
 Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
 And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art!” 
 

E. Heaven is also home because that is where my loves one, my family, will be. 
 

1. One of the more awesome concepts of Heaven is the awesome reunion 
that will take place. 

 
2. We will be with faithful family that have already made their journey to 

Paradise. 
 

a. I look forward to seeing my mom, grandparents, and others! 
 
b. I look forward to meeting family that I never had the opportunity 

to have meet.  My father’s dad, Randa’s mom! 
 
c. What an awesome day of reunion that will be. 
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3. Yet, we are going to have the opportunity to meet our whole spiritual 

family. 
 

a. Have you ever thought what it will be like to have the opportunity 
to meet and speak with Noah, Abraham, or Moses. 

 
b. What about Peter, John, and Paul?  Will it not be amazing to ask 

them about many of the stories that we have read about in the 
Bible concerning them. 

 
F. We ought to want to go to Heaven because Heaven is our eternal home! 
 

Conclusion: 
 
I. I hope that you are looking forward to Heaven because: 
 

A. It is real Place. 
 
B. It is our Haven. 
 
C. It is our Home! 
 

II. As ask yourself, do you look forward to going to Heaven. 
 

A. If you do have you prepared yourself to go! 
 
B. God has established a plan, a road map, in going to Heaven! 
 

1. It begins by developing faith in God’s Message and obeying that Message. 
 
2. We obey by confessing our faith in Christ.  He pledge our allegiance to 

Him. 
 
3. We obey by repenting of our sins.  Changing our lives from following after 

the world to following the directives of Christ. 
 
4. We obey by being immersed, baptized, which is where our sins are 

washed away through the blood of Christ that was sacrificed for us. 
 
5. And we obey by living our lives in total commitment to God and His 

directives. 
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C. If you need to obey Christ today, either obeying His directives for salvation or as 
a Christian needing to repent; then please consider doing so today! 

 
D. Let us all be assured of our obedience and commitment to Christ so that can 

indeed look forward to going to Heaven! 


