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Overcoming Challenges! 
 
 
 
 

Introduction: 
 
I. I think we have heard many different failure to success stories. 
 

A. The exact number of times that Thomas Edison’s light bulb did not work has 
been debated, ranging from 1,000 to 10,000 attempts. 

 
1. It is safe to say that he tried and failed a whole lot before being 

successful in creating what we take for common today. 
 
2. He was asked about his repeated failures and his reply:  “I have not failed, 

I’ve just found 10,000 ways that it won’t work.” 
 

B. Bill Gates is one of the riches men alive with a net worth of 112.6 billion dollars. 
 

1. He is known for his business talents, computer software development; 
and is the co-founder and president of the Microsoft Corporation. 

 
2. Yet, his first efforts of a computer company was called “Traf-O-Data” and 

it was a complete failure. 
 

a. It was a company that was supposed to read traffic tapes and 
then process the data. 

 
b. He with his partner, Paul Allen, tried to sell the product but it 

never worked. 
 

C. It is said that Steven Spielberg was rejected from filmmakers’ school at USC 
twice.  Today, he has received an honorary degree and is also a trustee of the 
university. 
 

D. We many times wonder how these individuals have overcome their challenges 
and become so successful.  Was it by chance, luck, persistence, hard work? 

 



2 
WACC – 02-09-20 



II. All of us have had challenges in our lives!  We have all had difficulties and experiences 
that have made life really difficult. 

 
A.  Some of you have been displaced from your jobs and wondered how am I going 

to provide for my family. 
  
 
B. In the last number of months many of you have been enduring physical 

difficulties. 
 

1. Some of you have suffered strokes, heart attacks, and other illnesses and 
you been struggling horribly. 

 
2. Several of you have had accidents and falls that have been difficult for 

you to overcome. 
 
3. Others are overcoming surgeries and other hospital stays. 

 
C. There are some of you that have been devastated due to someone that you 

loved dearly has passed from this life. 
 

D. Still others are dealing with emotional and mental distress. 
 

E. I might not know your particular challenge, yet I guarantee, you have challenges 
in your life!  You will face difficulties! 

 
Discussion: 
 
I. The Apostle Peter wrote his first epistle to Christian Jews that were struggling.  (I Peter 

1:1-9) 
 

A. He writes his epistle to the “pilgrims of the Dispersion” that were living Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.  (I Peter 1:1) 

 
1. The “dispersion” was usually a term used in reference to the Jews that 

were dispersed into other countries or nations during the time of the 
exile. 

 
a. When Assyria captured northern Israel and later Babylon captured 

Judah, the Jews where exiled as slaves.  
 
b. Jeremiah relates the Jews would be spread out through different 

nations and they would endure many different troubles. 
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 Jeremiah 34:17 
 “Therefore thus says the LORD: ‘You have not obeyed Me in 

proclaiming liberty, every one to his brother and every one to his 
neighbor. Behold, I proclaim liberty to you,’ says the LORD—‘to 
the sword, to pestilence, and to famine! And I will deliver you to 
trouble among all the kingdoms of the earth.” 

 
c. So, this dispersion had the idea of be in troubles and hardships. 
 
d. Yet, even when Israel was allowed to return to their homeland by 

the Persia Empire, many of the Jews elected not go back but they 
stayed where they had settled. 

 
e. Most of these Jews were considered out casted and looked down 

upon by those “proper” Jews that did return to the land of Israel.  
So, there developed a prejudice against these dispersed Jews. 

 
2. Paul in the opening verses of his epistle, he addresses these Jews who 

were ones scattered throughout the different nations, yet these that he 
addressed had also become Christians. 

 
a. Now, this is like a double blow upon these Jewish Christians. 
 
b. They were ridiculed and looked down upon in prejudice for living 

outside of Palestine. 
 

c. But now, the common Jews also would have been persecuting 
them because they had become followers of Christ. 

 
B. Peter understood the level of persecution that many of these fellow Jews and 

Christians could have suffered, because he had experienced such himself. 
 
1. Peter had been arrested for preaching Christ by the Jews in Jerusalem.  

(Acts 4:1-22; 5:17-42) 
 
2. And he would have known of the execution of this dear Christian friend 

and fellow Apostle, James.  (Acts 7:54-60) 
 
3. Peter knew how brutal the Jews could be to those that had turned to 

Christ. 
 

II. So, let us follow along together and notice the divinely given counsel that Peter 
presented to these individuals who were dealing with their personal challenges. 
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A. Peter reminds them of the awesome mercy of God. 
 
 I Peter 1:3 
 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 

abundant mercy…” 
 

1. God has great mercy for His creation! 
 

 Psalm 103:8 
 “The LORD is merciful and gracious, Slow to anger, and abounding in 

mercy.” 
 
 Psalm 117:2 
 “For His merciful kindness is great toward us, And the truth of the LORD 

endures forever.  Praise the LORD!” 
 

2. Notice that David found comfort in knowing and understanding the 
mercy of God. 
 

 Psalm 119:76-77 
 “Let, I pray, Your merciful kindness be for my comfort, According to Your 

word to Your servant. 
 Let Your tender mercies come to me, that I may live; For Your law is my 

delight.” 
 
3. James in speaking of the Old Testament prophets related that they 

suffered much however God’s mercy and compassion was available for 
them. 

 
 James 5:10-11 
 “My brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord, as 

an example of suffering and patience. 
 Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You have heard of the 

perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord—that the 
Lord is very compassionate and merciful.” 

 
4. Paul related that the Lord’s mercy for us is rich because of the love He 

has for us. 
 
 Ephesians 2:4 
 “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He 

loved us,” 
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5. The Hebrew writer relates that Jesus is our High Priest who understands 
our weaknesses and therefore we can go to God to receive His mercy and 
grace when in need. 

 
 Hebrews 4:16 
 “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain 

mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 
 
6. Jude encourages us to look to the mercy of God. 
 
 Jude 1:21 
 “keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord 

Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” 
 
7. When we are struggling with issues in this life, God’s mercy is there for 

us! 
 

B. Peter also reminds these suffering Christians of the hope that Christ provides. 
 
 I Peter 1:3 
 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 

abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope…” 
 

1. Hope!  Bible hope is not wishful thinking! 
 

a. I hope that I will win the “Publisher’s Clearing House!” 
  
b. But I have not realistic expectations!  NO! 
 

2. Bible hope has real expectations!  The Hebrew writer encourages his 
readers to have full assurance in their hope. 
 

 Hebrews 6:11 
 “And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full 

assurance of hope until the end, 
 that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith 

and patience inherit the promises.” 
 
3. And our godly hope offers comfort! 
 

a. Paul in writing the Christians in Thessalonica comforted them by 
reminding them of the hope that is found in Christ concerning 
their loved ones who had passed away. 
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 I Thessalonians 4:13- 
 “But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those 

who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no 
hope. 

 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will 
bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will 
bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are 
alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means 
precede those who are asleep. 

 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the 
dead in Christ will rise first. 

 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we 
shall always be with the Lord. 

 Therefore comfort one another with these words.” 
 
b. Paul further explains that hope offers peace and joy even in times 

then perseverance is necessary. 
 
 Romans 5:1-5 
 “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with 

God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in 

which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that 

tribulation produces perseverance; 
 and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 
 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been 

poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.” 
 

4. When we are struggling with challenging issues in our life, God’s hope is 
available for us! 

 
C. Yet, as we go back to I Peter 1:3 we recognize that God’s mercy and hope is 

established in Jesus Christ. 
 

I Peter 1:3-5 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 
abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
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to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, 
reserved in heaven for you, 
who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time.” 
 
1. Jesus came to this earth to offer us a more abundant life. 

 

   John 10:10-11 

 “…I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more 
abundantly. 

 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.” 
  
2. The Lord’s purpose is to provide a much better life both now and for 

eternity. 
 
3. And He established that such is possible because He indeed was 

resurrected from the grave. 
 
 I Corinthians 15:16-19 
 “For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. 
 And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! 
 Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 
 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most 

pitiable (miserable). 
 But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of 

those who have fallen asleep.” 
 
4. If Christ had not been risen from the grave indeed our lives would be 

miserable, pitiful.  But because the Lord has risen then we can have His 
mercy and hope! 

 
5. And because of His mercy and hope then I know I have something much 

better waiting for me. 
 

a. I have a godly inheritance that is “incorruptible and undefiled.” (4) 
 
b. I have an eternal existence that will not vanish or fade away.  (4) 
 
c. And Deity has made this reservation for me (and you) in Heaven.  

(5) 
 

III. Now, watch as Peter brings this all together! 
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 I Peter 1:6-9 
 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been 

grieved by various trials, 
 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, 

though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ, 

 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you 
rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 

 receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls.” 
 

A. When difficulties take place, when troubles come our way, when challenges and 
obstacles are in our paths; “IN THIS” I can greatly rejoice! 

 
1. Through the mercy of God, and the hope that Deity offers; even in times 

of grief where the tears seem to never end and trials that are so difficult 
and they seem to never end, I can rejoice! 

 
2. I can rejoice because I have a faith, a faith that has been tested and is 

assured and proven.  I can know that my God has something so much 
better waiting for me. 

 
3. Therefore, I will praise Him, honor Him, I will love Him ever single day 

until that time comes when I receive the inheritance that He has 
promised. 

 
4. It will be an inheritance in which there will be never ending rejoicing and 

joy that is inexpressible and full of glory!  (9) 
 

B. Peter is encouraging these individuals that are struggling to rest in their 
salvation! 

 
1. To look past this earthly existence with it trials, its physical separations, it 

hurts and pains. 
 
2. Look forward to the home where God “will wipe away every tear from 

their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There 
shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”  
(Revelation 21:4) 

 
Conclusion: 
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I. Peter has taken us on a journey to help us overcome the challenges of this life, by 
looking developing godly faith in the mercy and hope that Christ offers.  It is our eternal 
salvation. 

 
II. Yet, we must ask ourselves:  “Do I have accept God’s mercy and hope?”  Have I accepted 

the salvation that He has provided for me! 
 

A. To accept the Lord’s mercy and grace, it begins by developing faith! 
 

1. Romans 10:17 relates that faith comes through hearing the Word of God. 
 
2. Do you know God’s Message? 
 
3. We would love to study with you so that you can learn and know God’s 

Word and develop faith. 
 
 Hebrews 11:6 teaches us that it is impossible to please God without faith. 
 

B. And as your faith grows then you will recognize from the Bible that obedience is 
necessary not to merit salvation, there is not way to earn our salvation; but 
rather to accept God’s salvation. 

 
1. Christ asked us to pledge our commitment to Him.  This is called 

confession in the Bible. 
 
 Matthew 10:32 
 “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess 

before My Father who is in heaven.” 
 
 Romans 10:10 
 “For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth 

confession is made unto salvation.” 
 
2. The Bible teaches us to repent, for to change our lives to be in harmony 

with God’s Will. 
 
 Acts 3:19 
 “Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, 

so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord,” 
 
3. The Bible teaches that we then be immersed in water, “baptized!”  This is 

where the blood of Christ washes away my sins and I am saved. 
 
 Galatians 3:26-27 
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 “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 
 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” 
 

C. Peter helps us to understand that when we know we are saved and we can focus 
upon our salvation, then we can over come this world.  Are you ready to over 
your challenges? 

 
D. If you are a child of God’s but fallen away from His mercy and you lost your 

hope!  Please see your need to repent!  We are here to help you! 
 
E. If we can assist you today, let it be known as we stand and sing. 


